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My Story 
I chose to do Project Skills Day as my Emerald Star Project because I believe it is 

important that youth learn to hold a one-on-one conversation with an adult. Presentation Day is a 

great event, and is very helpful for developing public speaking skills, but it does not provide the 

opportunity for members to directly speak with people. Solano County 4-H has this event, and 

when I lived in Solano County I always looked forward to going to it. It was a great way to get 

feedback on your educational display before taking it to Presentation Day. I wanted to start this 

event to share this opportunity with other members. 

My first goal with this event was to give members an opportunity to improve their skills 

in holding conversations with adults. Presentation Day is a great event for teaching public 

speaking skills, but it is also important to know how to speak one-on-one with adults. This was a 

new concept of an event for this county, so I had to spend a lot of time communicating with 

members about what this event was and what they were expected to do in it. When nobody 

signed up for the event, I had to shift gears and speak to clubs in person to get the message out. 

My second goal was to make Project Skills Day a yearly county event. From the start, it 

was supposed to take the place of Field Day, but I had to make sure the event was successful if it 

was to become permanent. To reach this goal, I had to spread the word about this event all over 

the county. I spoke at several club meetings, emailed the flyer I created to community leaders, 

and asked them to send it to their club, and in addition wrote an article for the Cloverleaf. I also 

had to contact many other people to ask for help in putting on this event. I asked the SLC 

fundraising group if they would put on a food booth so participants could buy lunch. I contacted 

Dozier-Libbey Medical High School to ask to use their gym for the event. I asked my clubmates 

to help with set-up and clean-up, and one of the club moms volunteered to make lunches for 

evaluators. Finally, I had to contact the county to set up an online registration for the event.  

My final goal was to make this a fun event that members would want to continue to 

participate in. To do this I organized downtime activities for members to participate in during the 

event. I had to shift gears because I was unable to get volunteers to run downtime activities, so I 

had to come up with ideas that members could do on their own. 
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I feel that I managed to achieve all of my goals. If I were to do this event again, I would 

start sooner to give myself more time to communicate and solve problems. Many of the problems 

I faced were fixed or could have been fixed with more communication. 

In doing this event I worked with my advisor and community leader Jon Dorr. I also 

worked with Brenda Vales to set up online registration, Julie Carter for evaluator’s lunches, 

Dozier-Libbey Medical High School for use of their gym, and my club for setup and cleanup. 

 

Rules for Project Skills Day 
Because this was a new event for this county, I had to come up with rules and guidelines 

for it. One of the important ones was that only educational displays could be entered. 

Educational displays are easy to present to one person at a time, while other types of 

presentations are more suited to presenting to a room of people. The rules for educational 

displays can be found on page 14 of the California 4-H Presentation Manual: 

http://4h.ucanr.edu/files/2193.pdf.  I also wanted to make sure that presenters were able to 

present to only judges, so I did not allow parents or other spectators to watch the presentations up 

close.  
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Budget 
  Item        Estimated Cost            Actual Cost 

Location $100.00 $0.00 

Pins for Group Winners $50.00 $57.50 

Supplies for Downtime 

Activities 

$80.00 $33.58 

Thank-you gifts for 

Evaluators 

$50.00 $20.00 

Lunch for Evaluators $100.00 $0.00 

Printing Costs $20.00 $0.00 

Total $400.00 $111.08 

I was able to get the location for free, and the evaluators’ lunches and printing supplies 

donated. I ended up with many more pins than I needed, but did not spend as much on downtime 

activities and thank-you gifts because there were not as many presenters, and therefore not as 

many evaluators. 

I did not have to fundraise because the county provided me with money to do the project. 

The showmanship pins can be ordered from All Action Awards. More information is at 

http://4h.ucanr.edu/Resources/Member_Resources/Awards/.  
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Schedule 
8:30-9:30 Event Set-up- This was when people on set-up committee and myself got

everything ready for the event. 

9:30-10:00 Sign-in/Presenters’ Set-up- This was when presenters arrived and set up

their boards. 

       9:30-10:00 Evaluators’ Orientation- The evaluators were taken aside and told the

judging procedure. 

10:00-10:15              Opening Ceremonies- I explained the rules and the schedule of the event. 

10:15-11:00 Judging of Presentations- The evaluators walked around and watched the 

presentations. 

10:30-11:30 Downtime Activities- There were tables with activities for people to do. I

had crafts, sidewalk chalk, and cards for troops set up. The County 

Incentives and Recognition Committee had boards about record books set

up as well. 

10:45-11:30 Lunch/ Evaluators’ Collaboration- This was the time for everyone to eat 

lunch and for the evaluators to talk to each other about the presentations to 

determine group winners. 

11:30-11:45 Awards/Closing Ceremony- I thanked the judges and announced the 

group winners. 

11:45-12:30 Clean-up- Clean-up committee took everything down from the event. 
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Timeline 
August 2017- I decided to do Project Skills Day as my Emerald Star Project. 

September 2017- I planned what I would need to do for the event. 

    I wrote my application for an Emerald Star Project. 

October 2017- I had my interview for an Emerald Star Project 

I did the Pre part of my LDR 

I wrote an article for the Cloverleaf about the event. 

November 2017- I created my flyer to distribute to the county. 

December 2017- I asked the SLC fundraising group to set up a food booth at the event. 

I asked one of the moms if she would make lunch for the judges. 

Members are able to sign up for the event. 

I email the flyer to community leaders to distribute to their club. 

January 2018- I created my handout for the event. 

I visited club meetings to promote the event. 

I created the judging rubric for the event.  
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Letters and Emails 
to: Brenda C Vales 

Hello, this is Evelyn Young. I’d like to be able to get the sign up survey for project skills day up 

as soon as possible. For the presenters’ sign up I’d like to ask for name, age, club, title of 

display, and what project the presentation relates to. For the judges’ sign up I would like to 

ask for name, club, if they have a child presenting, and if so what their child’s name is. 

Thanks, 

       Evelyn 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

to:oakley@contracosta4h.org, wildcat@contracosta4h.org, deltadiablo@contracosta4h.org, 

tassajara@contracosta4h.org, lamorinda@contracosta4h.org 

Hello. This is Evelyn Young from Brentwood 4-H. I am starting the new county event Project 

Skills Day this year as my emerald star project. The event is January 27th, and the sign-up 

deadline is January 18th, but so far nobody has signed up yet. I would appreciate it if you 

could send this flyer out to your club and encourage people to sign up. If anyone has 

questions they can email me or the email on the flyer. 

Thanks, 

        Evelyn 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

To: Emily and Madalyn Travers, angela emmons, Catherine Pooler and Will Mashore  

Thank you for signing up to help with setting up for Project Skills Day. The event is this 

Saturday, the 27th. Setup should be at Dozier-Libbey Medical High School by 8:30 that day. 

Thanks, 

      Evelyn 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

to: Rodriguez Family 
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Thank you for signing up to help clean up for Project Skills Day. The event is this Saturday, 

the 27th. The event is scheduled to go to 11:45, but be prepared to stay for another 45 

minutes to 1 hour. Project Skills Day is at Dozier-Libbey Medical High School. 

Thanks, 

      Evelyn 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

To: Bettina Curletto, Richard Travers, MaxColton, the Nilsen family, angela emmons, nicole, 

Cara 

Thank you for signing up to present at Project Skills Day. The event is this Saturday, the 27th, 

at Dozier-Libbey Medical High School. Sign-in starts at 9:30 and goes until 10. If you are not 

signed in by 10 you may not be able to present. The event is scheduled to go until about 

11:45, so be prepared to stay that long. 

Thanks, 

      Evelyn 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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New County Event: Project Skills Day 
Have you learned something interesting in your project? 

Share it with us by presenting at Project Skills Day! 
This event is a great opportunity to practice your public speaking skills- get 

feedback on your presentation to improve it for presentation day 
 

Saturday, January 27, 2018 
Dozier Libbey Medical High School 

4900 Sand Creek Road Antioch, California 
Check in is from 9:30 to 10- if you do not arrive by 10 you may not be able to 

present 
 

This new event is replacing Field Day 
Presenters and Evaluators must sign up ahead of time- sign ups are on the 

county website- Entries are due by January 18th 
 

Downtime activities will be set up for members to participate in 
 

All 4-H members may enter. The exhibitor must present something related to a 
project they are currently in, 1 entry per member. 

Presenters: http://ucanr.edu/psdpresenters 
 

Age groups: Primary 5-8 (who are not placed), Junior 9-10,  
Intermediate 11-13, and Senior 14-19 

 

We request that each club send at least 1 evaluator for every 3 presenters, but 
more are always welcome. Judges must be 15 or older. Lunch will be provided for 

evaluators.  
Evaluators must be at the event by 9:30 for a mandatory training 

Evaluators: http://ucanr.edu/psdevaluators 
 

All presentations must be educational displays- you must bring your own table to 
present on, if possible smaller than 4 by 4 feet. 

 

No live animals may be used during presentations, and no food may be brought 
for the judges to sample. 
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There will be a presentation workshop on January 19th- it is not required to 
participate, but if you need help organizing your presentation, there will be a 

workshop on educational displays. 
 

January 27th Schedule: 
9:30-10- Sign in and judge’s orientation 

10-10:15- Opening ceremonies 
10:15-12- Presentations 

10:30- 12:45- Downtime activities and lunch 
12-12:30- Judge’s collaboration and lunch 

1-1:30- Awards/closing ceremonies 
 

The SLC Fundraising group will be running a food booth with lunch items for sale 
as a fundraiser. 

 

Educational Display Instructions: 
● Tri-fold display board- includes title, name, 4-H club, intended audience, 

and information about topic- should be readable from a 4 foot distance 
○ May also have visual model on table- should be explained in 

presentation 
● Presentation should be 3-5 minutes long, and after that there will be 

questions from the evaluator 
● If it is a team presentation, both speakers need to divide up presentation 

equally 
● No note cards can be used- prompting should be on board 

○ Presenters should not read off the board 
More information can be found on page 14 of the California 4-H presentation 
manual 
 

Contact projectskillsday@contracosta4h.org if you have any questions 
 
 

It is the policy of the University of California (UC) and the UC Division of Agriculture & Natural Resources 
not to engage in discrimination against or harassment of any person in any of its programs or activities 

(Complete nondiscrimination policy statement can be found at 
http://ucanr.edu/sites/anrstaff/files/215244.pdf ) Inquiries regarding ANR’s nondiscrimination policies may 
be directed to John I. Sims, Affirmative Action Compliance Officer/Title IX Officer, University of California, 

Agriculture and Natural Resources, 2801 Second Street, Davis, CA 95618, (530) 750- 1397. 
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Contra Costa County 4-H 
Project Skills Day 

January 27, 2018 
Dozier-Libbey Medical High School 

Antioch, CA 

 

Hosted by Brentwood 4-H 
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Schedule of Events 

8:30-9:30 Event Set-up 

9:30-10:00 Sign-in/Presenters’ Set-up 

       9:30-10:00 Evaluators’ Orientation 

10:00-10:15              Opening Ceremonies 

10:15-11:00 Judging of Presentations 

10:30-11:30 Downtime Activities 

10:45-11:30 Lunch/ Evaluators’ Collaboration 

11:30-11:45 Awards/Closing Ceremony 

11:45-12:30 Clean-up 
 

Presentations 

Group 1 (Juniors) 

● Emily Travers, Brentwood-A day at the shooting range 

● MaxColton Schlim, Brentwood-Firearms Safety 

● Brodie Emmons, Brentwood-Egg to Hatchling 

Group 2 (Intermediates/Seniors) 

● Bettina Curletto, Lamorinda-Rabbit Genetics 

● Hannah Nilsen, Pleasant Hill-Preparing Fecal Samples 

● Nicole Delfabro, Pleasant Hill-Mint 

● Cara Rubin, Tassajara-Your Horse’s Everyday Health: Checking Vital Signs 

After judging starts, only presenters will be allowed in the display area. We 

request others stay out until all judging is complete.   
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Downtime Activities 

● Record Book Display 

● Cards for Troops- community service 

● Coloring 

● Sidewalk chalk 

 

County Events Coming Soon 

● 2/17/18–Food Fiesta – Old West BBQ - Knightsen Elementary School 

Gym 

● 2/24/18: Presentation Day – Church of Christ in Walnut Creek 

● 3/1–3/4/18: Western Regional LEADERS Retreat: San Diego 

● 3/18/18: Rabbit Fun day: Danville Grange 

● 3/24/18: Showmanship Clinic – Borges Ranch; 1035 Castle Rock Road, 

Walnut Creek 

● TBA: Dance for Food- Dance and Food Drive 

● 4/22/18: Used horse tack sale/ horse project day 

● 4/28/18: County Fashion Review – Knightsen 

● 5/4/18: County Horse Show – Rafter D Ranch 

● 5/17 – 5/20: Fair 

● 6/17 – 6/23: Camp   
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Thank You To 

Volunteer Evaluators 

Dozier-Libbey Medical High School 

Antioch Unified School District 

Contra Costa County Incentives and Recognition 

Brenda Vales 

Jon Dorr 

Julie Carter 

SLC Fundraising Project 

Robert Young 

Contra Costa County Council 

Project Skills Day Setup and Cleanup Committees 

Today’s Presenters   
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Project Skills Day Judging Sheet 
 
Name:__________________________ 

Entry:__________________________ 

Well Done ➕ 

Acceptable ✔ 

Needs Improving ➖ 

 
Appearance of Display 
Overall attractiveness  

Organization of board  
 
Subject Learned 
Suitable subject for age  

Teaching goal made clear  

Organization of verbal presentation  
 
Exhibitor 
Pleasant/easy to talk to  

Appearance (neat, smiles)  

Answers questions  
 
Judge’s Signature:_________________ 
 
Judge’s Signature:_________________ 
 
See back of form for comments 
 
 
Note: Originally this form was landscape with 3 forms per sheet of paper and was 
changed due to the format of the rest of the binder. 
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